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April 8, 2020  

 
Dear Parents and Staff,  

We hope this finds you well.  Let me begin by reminding everyone that it is extremely important to 

continue maintaining social distancing guidelines set by our Governor.   

Although the upcoming days had originally been scheduled as spring recess, our Governor has declared 

that Remote Learning must continue.  Our teachers will continue to provide lessons, assignments and 

support for all of our students, but the workload will be lightened so that families can join in activities 

related to the observance of Religious Days.  We are hoping that everyone in the community takes 

advantage of this opportunity.   

Remote Learning Update: 
As we continue to conduct Remote Learning during this extended school closure, we strive to provide our 

students a meaningful educational experience.  We continue to modify our approach to teaching and explore 

various platforms that would provide our students the best learning experience.  Our teachers are working to 

discover, adapt and adopt more remote learning techniques each and every day. As stated in previous 

correspondence, we as a district are continuing to move toward a more interactive remote learning experience 

for our students.  

In the coming weeks, you will start to see more interactive learning opportunities being offered by our teachers 

and staff.  Under these difficult circumstances we ask for your patience as we learn these new tools. There are 

many platforms for this type of work, be it Educreations, Google Meets, Zoom and others still.  Office Hours 

are another example of teachers dedicating time to meet with students around particular topics and issues.  We 

continue to train our staff daily so that this next phase will be as successful for our students as possible.      

What does the Cancellation of the Regents Exams Mean for Our Students: 

Students who would have taken one or more Regents examinations during the June 2020 examination 

period, will be exempted from taking those Regents exams in order to be issued a diploma. To qualify for 

the exemption, students must meet one of the following eligibility requirements:  

• The student is currently enrolled in a course of study culminating in a Regents examination and 

will have earned credit in such course of study by the end of the 2019/2020 school year;  

• The student is currently enrolled in a course of study culminating in a Regents examination and 

has failed to earn credit by the end of the school year. Such student returns for summer instruction 

to make up the failed course and earn the course credit and is subsequently granted diploma credit 

in August 2020; or  

• The student was previously enrolled in the course of study leading to an applicable Regents 

examination, has achieved course credit, and has not yet passed the associated Regents 

examination but intended to take the test in June 2020 to achieve a passing score.  

http://www.rvcschools.org/


There are a number of graduation credentials for which students in New York State Education Department 

are eligible.  You are encouraged to read the guidance from NYSED which provides that information on 

their website at:  

http://www.nysed.gov/news/2020/state-education-department-issues-guidance-graduation-and-

course- requirement-changes-due  

Annual Election & Budget Vote Postponed: 

In his Executive Order, Governor Cuomo announced that any school board, library board, or village 

election scheduled to take place in April or May of 2020 is postponed until at least June 1, 2020.  The 

announcement came without detail.   Once we receive additional information, we will share it with the 

community.  For now, the District’s Annual Election & Budget Vote has been postponed until at least 

June 1st.    

Kindergarten Screening & Orientation: 

Screening for students entering Kindergarten in September of 2020, which was originally scheduled in 

April and May, has been postponed.  Kindergarten screening will take place in July and integrated into our 

preschool summer program schedule at Covert School. More information and details regarding the 

scheduling of Kindergarten screening and orientation will follow closer to the end of the school year.   

Summer Program 

Registration for Summer Program (K-8 Enrichment) opened at 8:00 A.M. today. We are planning for and 

fully anticipate that the Summer Program will take place as scheduled and we look forward to welcoming 

students again this summer!  Should the Summer Program not be held as planned, registration fees will be 

refunded.   

COVID-Self Reporting:  
We continue to encourage anyone in the community who has tested positive or has been in close contact with 

someone who has tested positive to email the District at COVID-selfreporting@rvcschools.org.  

We encourage you to continue to follow the guidelines for social distancing.  Be safe and be well. 

Sincerely, 

 

William H. Johnson, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

 


